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goods of the man who has the title to them to allege that
the conversion took place before the accrual of his title (/).
If two or more persons act in concert in doing what
amounts to conversion, they may be sued jointly (k).
Since the passing of the Law Reform (Married Women
& Tortfeasors) Act, 1935, the husband of a married
woman is not by reason only of his being her husband
liable in respect of any tort committed by her whether
before or after marriage, and therefore is no longer liable
for acts of conversion or wrongful detention committed
by her (/).
(C)   MEASURE  OF  DAMAGES
Detinue.—In an action of detinue, the plaintiff's claim
is for an order for the return of the goods in question and
damages for their detention, or if they cannot be returned,
for their value. Before the Common Law Procedure Act,
1854 (m)t a judgment in detinue gave the defendant the
option of returning the goods or in the alternative, paying
the assessed value of them, but section 78 of that Act
gave the Courts power to compel him to give them up,
and now by R. S. C. Order 48, r. i, judgment may be
given for the delivery up of a specific chattel without the
option of paying the value instead, and without any
assessment of value (n). A similar rule applies in the
County Court, viz., County Court Rules, 1936, O. XXV,
r. 74 (i) (0). This power is discretionary and the
(j) Bristol, etc., Bank v. Midland Rlwy. Co., [1891] 2 Q.B. 653 ;
43 Digest 500, 397.
(k) Lee v. Bayes (1856), 18 C.B. 599 ; 3 Digest 115, 388; Atkin v.
later (1844), 1 Car. & Kir. 356 ; 34 Digest 491, 292.
(/) Law Reform (Married Women & Tortfeasors) Act, 1935, s. 3 ;
28 Halsbury's Statutes 106.
(m) Now repealed.
(») Also R.S.C.O. XIV, r. 1 (c). And see Hymas v. Ogden, [1905]
1 K.B. 246; 21 Digest 584, 7677 ; Ivory v. CruiksJiank, [1875] W.N.
249 ; 21 Digest 584, 1609.
(o) And see Bailey v. Gill, [1919] 1 K.B. 41 ;   13 Digest 517, 668.

